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The Philadelphia Local Board of the American Institute 
of Sacred Literature. 

Philadelphia has had the benefit for five years of Summer Schools given by the 
American Institute of Hebrew. That Institute recently expired by limitation, and 
out of it grew the American Institute of Sacred Literature, prepared for a much 
larger work. Philadelphia had to ask the question whether she was willing to 
give up the work of the Summer School. The new Institute would not hold 
Schools here on their own responsibility as the old one had done. If the school 
was to be continued, it must be under the joint direction of a local committee and 
the Institute. 

Last June a number of meetings were held during the session of the School, 
and a committee was appointed to formulate a plan for permanent work, and to 
bring the matter before a representative body. This committee gave a dinner in 
October to those whom they thought likely to be especially interested in the new 
movement, and who were best qualified to carry it on successfully. The expres- 
sion in favor of a permanent Summer School was unanimous. The committee 
who had the matter in charge nominated the following as Directors of the Phila- 
delphia Local Board, and they were elected unanimously. 

Rev. Dr. George D. Balser, Rev. L. W. Batten, Rev. Dr. John T. Beckley, Rev. 
Dr. C. W. Buoy, Mr. George H. Crozer, Rev. Dr. S. W. Dana, Rev. Dr. Chas. A. 
Dickey, Prof. J. Rendel Harris, Mr. Chas. C. Harrison, Rev. Prof. H. V. Hilprecht, 
Rev. Dr. Wayland Hoyt, Rev. Dr. Henry E. Jacobs, Major W. H. Lambert, Rev. 
Dr. W. J. Mann, Rev. Dr. S. D. McConnell, Rev. Dr. W. N. McVickar, Mr. 
Robert C. Ogden, Hon. Robert E. Pattison, Rev. Dr. J. DeWolfe Perry, Rev. Dr. 
Henry G. Weston. 

To these should be added Rev. Dr. Edward T. Bartlett, and Prof. W. R. Harper, 
who by virtue of their positions in the American Institute, are ex officio directors 
of this Board : and Dr. William Pepper, Provost of the University of Pennsylvania, 
who was elected a director, at the first meeting of the Board. 

This Board will carry on a two-fold work ; (1) A Summer School, to be held 
at the University of Pennsylvania, beginning about the middle of June. At this 
School instruction of the best character will be offered in all the branches of Bibli- 
cal study, stated in the prospectus of the American Institute of Sacred Literature, 
including the Old and New Testaments, in the original, and in English, 

(2), A course of ten weekly studies in the English Bible to be conducted by 
Prof. W. R. Harper. The aim of this course is to give the best results of modern 
scholarship to those who are limited to the English Bible. In the summer clergy- 
men, Sunday School teachers, and Bible classes are so scattered that only a small 
proportion can be gathered for special work. But these studies, coming in the 
winter, when all these people are easily accessible will, it is hoped, appeal to a 
very large number of earnest Bible students. 

L. W. Batten. 



